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. GENERAL COMMENTS
What we know aboeut Manufacturing in Africa

Manufacturing plays a limited role in African
economies

Share of manufacturing value added in GDP (%o
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Developing 17.6 22 .4 23.7
countries
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Africa still'accounts for.a very low share of global
manufacturing

The share of Africa in global manufacturing value-added fell
from 1.2 percent in 2000 to 1.1 percent in 2008.

In developing Asia it rose from 13 percent to 25 percent
In Latin America it fell from 6 to 5 percent.

Furthermore, the share of the region in global manufacturing

exports rose marginally from 1.0 percent in 2000 to 1.3
percent in 2008.

In East Asia and the Pacific it rose from 9.5 percent to 16 percent
In Latin America it fell from 5 percent to 4.5 percent.



African manufacturing i1s dominated by small firms
and informal enterprises

Afri caos d-ndustrial Stru
number of firms operating and their average size.

The average manufacturing firm in Africa has 47
employees compared with 171 in Malaysia, 195 in
Vietnam, 393 in Thailand and 977 in China.

There Is also very low size mobility across firms

It is difficult for small firms to become medium or large
firms.



