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Introduction

and academically stimulating
ontemporary international
toward regionalism and
lonal integration.

e seems to be a common consensus today tha
tioning international system requires a high

e of integration, I.e., an accepted norm that a
high degree of integration would ensure an
organically functioning international system




Introduction Il

Ise of colonialism voluntary political
lonal integration have been a higt
development agenda

ver, this aspir 1 still remains largely
llled as progress has never really moved
the level of minimalist inter
nmentalism.




Introduction Il

ration of the continent is being
ny deficiencies

gration in Africa that would make her part of the
nically functioning international system of
grated communities remains a remote aspiration

Paper takes a panoramic view of integration in
Africa and follows up with an analysis of the
Imperatives of a globalizing world that make economic
Integration an inevitable but difficult path to follow in
Africa.
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Introduction IV

lon Is that the traditional paradigm of
lon, based on minimalist inter
overnmentalism and holistic tagpown regional
gineering, is no longer feasible.

paper also contends that the present largely Africa
n-led bureaucratically engineered tdpwn

gration will remain an artificial exercise with little
tance or longevity if not reinforced by a
simultaneous interdisciplinary, bottomp 0 or gar
processes, involving civil society, the nation state, the
regional economic communities (RECSs), micro or sub
regional formations, and the market.




egionalism - A Conceptual

Framework
of regional arrangements makes
Izations and overarching theories
regionalism impossible

gional integration studies owe a debt of
llectual gratitude to David Mitrany, whose
ctions on the European integration

rprise after the Second World War laid the
foundation for theorizing in integration

studies.

A The functionalist approach sees integration as a
trade-induced phenomenon
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JTypes) of Integration

Area (PTA)

onomic Union (Community



Tablel Features of Bloc

P
Type of Bloc | LowerTariffs | Free Trade Common Free Harmonization
Among Among External Movementof | of Economic
Members Members Tariffs Factorsof | Policies (fiscal,
Production Monetary,
etc,.)
Preferential + _ _ _ _
Trade Area
(PTA)
Free Trade + + _ _ _
Area (FTA)
Customs + + + _ _
Union
Common + + + + _
Market
Economic - - - - -
Union




dihe Barasa Model of Integration

Common government

Common currency, harmonized tax rates,
common monetary and fiscal policy: EL

Factors of production move freely between
members

Free trade between members: NAFTA,
Mercasur, ASEAN (partial)

Complexity




ming Regionalism in Africa

1960s, Africa has confronted a crisis of
that I1s rooted In the tension between
and sub-regionalism.

hi s tension resulted |
ographical vastness, but more importantly,

m the distinction between the political logic
drove and continues to drive impulses for
tinentalism and the realism of the promise of
10mic integration that informs sub -
regionalism.

A Beyond the novelty of independence, the contest
between political and economic imperatives has
shaped diverse debates about the modalities and
Institutions for regionalism.




aming Regionalism in Africa Il

iIcan states seemed to have resolved

ates about continentalism and
Sm by creating the grand
mpromise captured in the formation of the
ganization of African Unity (OAU).

1e African Economic Community (AEC)

ject, affectionately dubbed the Abuja Treaty
(1991), seemed to have resolved the debate in
favour of economic sub-regionalism as
building blocks for the erection of a continental
union




Sraming Regionalism in Africa Il

beyond the signing of the Abuja
. ho African regionalism
<perienced an uneasy but tolerable division of
our between continentalism and sub-
onalism, exemplified in the co -existence of
OAU and sub-regional economic schemes.

\ A Nis tension was never adequately resolved,
- precisely because of attempts to foist an
economically undefined agenda on the
continental political architecture.




Yoblems of Integration in Africa

)nomic integration suffers from a

ntra -African trade
Infrastructure

¢ Difficulties in factor movement
& The Spaghetti Bowl Syndrome




The Spaghetti Bowl Syndrome




