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Å An interesting and academically stimulating 
development in contemporary international 
relations is the trend toward regionalism and 
regional integration. 

Å There seems to be a common consensus today that a 
functioning international system requires a high 
degree of integration, i.e., an accepted norm that a 
high degree of integration would ensure an 
organically functioning international system 



È Since the demise of colonialism voluntary political 
and economic regional integration have been a high 
priority on the African development agenda

È However, this aspiration still remains largely 
unfulfilled as progress has never really moved 
beyond the level of minimalist inter-
governmentalism. 



Å Regional integration of the continent is being 
hamstrung by many deficiencies

Å The pessimistic conclusion is that the prospect of real 
integration in Africa that would make her part of the 
organically functioning international system of 
integrated communities remains a remote aspiration

Å The Paper takes a panoramic view of integration in 
Africa and follows up with an analysis of the 
imperatives of a globalizing world that make economic 
integration an inevitable but difficult path to follow in 
Africa. 



Å The conclusion is that the traditional paradigm of 
African integration, based on minimalist inter-
governmentalism and holistic top-down regional 
engineering, is no longer feasible. 

Å The paper also contends that the present largely African 
Union-led bureaucratically engineered top-down 
integration will remain an artificial exercise with little 
substance or longevity if not reinforced by a 
simultaneous interdisciplinary, bottom-up ôorganicõ 
processes, involving civil society, the nation state, the 
regional economic communities (RECs), micro or sub-
regional formations, and the market.



Å The diversity of regional arrangements makes 
broad generalizations and overarching theories 
or explanations of regionalism impossible 

Å Regional integration studies owe a debt of 
intellectual gratitude to David Mitrany, whose 
reflections on the European integration 
enterprise after the Second World War laid the 
foundation for theorizing in integration 
studies.

Å The functionalist approach sees integration as a 
trade-induced phenomenon



È Preferential Trade Area (PTA)

È Free Trade Area (FTA

È Customs Union

È Common Market

È Full Economic Union (Community







Å Since the 1960s, Africa has confronted a crisis of 
regionalism that is rooted in the tension between 
continentalism and sub-regionalism. 

Å This tension resulted inevitably from Africaõs 
geographical vastness, but more importantly, 
from the distinction between the political logic 
that drove and continues to drive impulses for 
continentalism and the realism of the promise of 
economic integration that informs sub -
regionalism. 

Å Beyond the novelty of independence, the contest 
between political and economic imperatives has 
shaped diverse debates about the modalities and 
institutions for regionalism.



Å Indeed, African states seemed to have resolved 
the divisive debates about continentalism and 
sub-regionalism by creating the grand 
compromise captured in the formation of the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU). 

Å The African Economic Community (AEC) 
project, affectionately dubbed the Abuja Treaty 
(1991), seemed to have resolved the debate in 
favour of economic sub-regionalism as 
building blocks for the erection of a continental 
union



Å Over the years beyond the signing of the Abuja 
Treaty, however, African regionalism 
experienced an uneasy but tolerable division of 
labour between continentalism and sub-
regionalism, exemplified in the co -existence of 
the OAU and sub-regional economic schemes. 

Å Yet this tension was never adequately resolved, 
precisely because of attempts to foist an 
economically undefined agenda on the 
continental political architecture. 



È African economic integration suffers from a 
litany of problems

È Weak, stagnant, and decaying economies 

È Failure to incorporate agreements reached at 
integration fora into national plans.

È Low intra -African trade

È Poor infrastructure

È Difficulties in factor movement

È The Spaghetti Bowl Syndrome




